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Untin a recent period, the anatomical structure of the 
different varieties of uterine polypi was very imperfectly 
understood ; and at the present time uterine polypi continue 
to be confounded by many writers with the cancerous or 
malignant diseases of the uterus. 

In 1696, Saviard examined the body of a woman who 
had died of uterine hemorrhage in the Hotel Dieu. He 
found a fleshy mass, as large as the heart of an ox, adhering 
to the fundus uteri, and filling its cavity. This tumour, 
which had a slender neck or root, was covered with a 
membrane which appeared to be an expansion of the lining 
membrane of the uterus. Four branches of arteries and 
veins were distributed to the tumour. ‘The arteries were 
small, but the veins were as large as the crural veins ; and 
when the tumour was laid open, a considerable cavity was 
found in its centre, extending from the apex to the base. 
The lower extremity of the tumour had a contused and gan- 
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grenous appearance, and Saviard believed that the hemorrhage 
which had destroyed the patient proceeded from the veins. 

He has offered no opinion respecting the origin and 
nature of this tumour, or attempted to explain how it came 
to be situated beneath the lining membrane of the uterus ; 
and the state of morbid anatomy at the time he lived 
rendered it impossible for him to explain what he so ac- 
curately described. Saviard does not appear to have sus- 
pected that this tumour might have passed through the os 
uteri into the vagina, and become a polypus, similar to those 
described by Ambrose Paré, Bartholomy, Mauriceau, and sub- 
sequent writers. 

A woman died at Orleans, in the ycar 1746, who had a 
tumour hanging from the vagina, which was supposed to be 
cancerous. Monsieur Levret examined this tumour after 
death, and found it similar in structure to the tumour de- 
scribed by Saviard. It contained arteries and veins, and 
was covered on the outer surface by an expansion of the 
membrane which lined the inner surface of the uterus. A 
great number of varicose veins were observed on its surface. 
On laying open the tumour, no other cavities were per- 
ceived in it, except those of some blood-vessels, the largest of 
which did not exceed the fourth of a line in diameter. In 
colour and consistence, the tumour resembled cow’s udder 
boiled. 

Fibrous tumours or fleshy tubercles of the uterus were 
first described by Dr. William Hunter, but it does not 
appear that he had observed any of these tumours which 
had passed through the os uteri into the vagina, and become 
what have usually been termed uterine polypi. 

The similarity of structure between fibrous tumours of the 
uterus and uterine polypi appears first to have been pointed 
out by Dr. Baillie; and many eminent writers on the 
diseases of women have since referred to the statements of 
Dr. Baillie, and inferred that all the different varieties of 
uterine polypi are fibrous tumours, or, as they are now termed 
by some authors, “ fibroids of the uterus.” 

“ When cut into,” says Dr. Baillie, “ it shows precisely 
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the same structure as the tubercle of the uterus just described ; 
so that a person looking on a section of the one and the 
other, out of the body, could not distinguish between them. 
This sort of polypus varies very much in size, some not being 
larger than a walnut, and others being larger than a child’s 
head. It adheres by a narrow portion or neck, which varies 
a great deal in its size and in its proportion to the body of 
the polypus. The largest polypus I ever saw was suspended 
by a neck hardly thicker than the thumb; and I have seen 
a polypus, less than the first, adhering by a neck fully as 
thick as the wrist... . . The place of adhesion also 
differs considerably. It is most commonly at the fundus 
uteri, but it may take place in any other part; and I 
have seen a small polypus adhering just on the inner 
lip of the os uteri. When a polypus is of any considerable 
size, there is generally one only ; but I have occasionally 
seen on the inside of the uterus two or three small polypi, 
and in some instances several polypi have been known to 
grow from the uterus in succession. 

“‘ Another sort of polypus,” continues Dr. Baillie, “ forms 
in the uterus, which consists of an irregular bloody substance, 
with a number of tattered processes hanging from it. This, 
when cut into, exhibits two different appearances of structure : 
the one appearance is that of a spongy mass, consisting of 
laminz, with small interstitial cavities between them; the 
other is that of a very loose texture, consisting of large 
irregular cavities.” 

It does not admit of a doubt that Dr. Baillie has here 
described, under the term polypus, two diseases essentially 
and widely different, and not admitting of the same treat- 
ment. The polypus first described was a simple fibrous 
tumour of the uterus, covered by the lining membrane and 
a layer more or less thick of the muscular coat; but the 
second has all the characters of malignant or cancerous 
growths of the organ. 

In a paper “ On Fibro-Calcareous Tumours and Polypi 
of the Uterus,” published in the nineteenth volume of 
the ‘ Medico-Chirurgical Transactions,’ I observed that, 
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“though the facts which have now been stated, clearly de- 
monstrate that the greater number of uterine polypi are 
fibrous tumours which have been formed under the lining 
membrane and a stratum of muscular tissue, we are not 
entitled to conclude, as some have done, that these are the 
only tumours which make their way from the cavity of the 
uterus into the vagina, and which are not of a malignant 
nature. There is a tumour of the fundus or body of the 
uterus which grows occasionally from its mucous membrane, 
or is formed by a morbid change of the mucous membrane 
itself, which does not acquire a large size, but which seems 
to be analogous to the common polypus tumour which is 
formed in the cavities of the nose. It has a broad base and 
flattened form, and in some cases is largely supplied with 
blood-vessels. 

“There is still another tumour,’ I observed, “ formed 
under the lining membrane of the uterus, whose structure is » 
peculiar, and differs from any of the preceding. It consists 
of a congeries of small vesicles or cysts, filled with a clear or 
yellowish-coloured ropy fluid, which cysts are embedded in 
a soft fibrous substance formed under the lining membrane 
of the uterus. Five examples of this disease have come 
under my observation, and in all the tumour was situated 
under the lining membrane of the uterus, which was very 
thin and highly vascular. 

“A fourth variety of tumour of the uterus, to which the 
term polypus has also been applied by writers, is produced by a 
morbid enlargement of the glandule or ovula Nabothi. One 
of these bodies is sometimes converted into a cyst as large 
as a walnut, or even a hen’s egg, and hangs by a slender 
peduncle from the cervix or lip of the os uteri. Itis smooth 
and vascular, and contains in some instances a curdly or 
yellow-coloured, viscid fluid. The tumour produces great 
irritation, and gives rise to copious sanguineous discharges 
from the vagina. 

“To these four distinct varieties of tumours of the 
uterus, none of which are malignant in their nature, and to 
which the term polypus has been applied, ought perhaps to 
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be added that variety of tumour of the uterus which consists 
of erectile tissue, or of cells and dilated arteries and 
veins.” 

In a supplement to this paper, published in the ‘ Medico- 
Chirurgical Transaction ? in 1850, I described the manner 
in which the circulation of the blood is carried on through- 
out the substance of fibrous tumours of the uterus, and 
demonstrated that, like the walls of the uterus, they are 
everywhere pervaded by arteries and veins. 

To illustrate the structure and varieties of uterine polypi, 
without a knowledge of which it appears impossible that 
their treatment can be conducted in a scientific manner, a 
series of preparations and drawings is now placed upon the 
table of the Society. 

In the paper now referred to, I observed that “‘ when any 
of these tumours pass through the os uteri into the vagina, 
they may be removed by the ligature or the knife. If the 
root is soft and slender, the tumour may easily be twisted 
off with the forceps. In the course of the last twenty years 
Dupuytren states that he has removed two hundred uterine 
polypi by excision. Hemorrhage occurred twice in all the 
cases, and in both instances it was permanently arrested by 
the tampon. In eight or ten cases after the application of 
the ligature, death took place from the absorption of pus 
into the system. Where the root of the tumour is large 
and thick, I am of opinion that a ligature should previously 
be passed around it, at as great a distance as is compatible 
with the removal of the disease.” 

The histories of forty cases of polypus of the uterus are 
contained in my ‘ Clinical Reports of Ovarian and Uterine 
Diseases,’ published in 1858. Respecting the results of the 
treatment adopted in these cases, a recent writer has made 
the following statement : 

“That out of twenty cases of removal of fibrous polypus 
by ligature, recorded by a most strenuous defender of that 
operation— Dr. R. Lee—nine, or more than one in three, had 
a fatal result ; a mortality more than double that of the 
operation of lithotomy, as high as that which occurs in 
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placenta previa, and higher than the mortality from malig- 
nant cholera.’ 

The truthfulness of this statement will be speedily judged 
by those who will take the pains to read this communication 
attentively. 


I have now the honour of presenting to the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society a history of 105 cases of uterine 
polypi, reduced into a tabular form, in which the date, 
name, age, and social condition of the patients are recorded, 
and the symptoms, treatment, and result are given. All 
the cases of polypus of the uterus which have ever come 
under my observation, fortunate and unfortunate, are con- 
tained in this table. 

In three of these 103 cases no operation was performed, 
and the result was not known. In two of the remaining 
100 cases the polypi disappeared spontaneously, by some 
process the nature of which was not ascertained. One of 
these (No. 94) occurred in St. George’s Hospital, and the 
polypus was not only felt partially protruding through the 
os uteri, but seen. 

Of the ninety-eight cases which remained, five died before 
any attempt had been made to remove the polypi by ligature 
or by any other means. ‘The first of these (No. 2) occurred 
in the Middlesex Hospital, and the nature of the disease 
was not ascertained until the body was examined after death. 
In the second (No. 4) the patient died in the Fever 
Hospital, without any operation having been performed. In 
the third (No. 5) the patient died, under the care of Dr, 
Sims, in St. Marylebone Infirmary, from uterine hemorrhage 
and the usual symptoms of cancerous disease of the uterus. 
In the fifth (No. 85) I had resolved to apply a ligature 
around the root of the polypus; but the patient, who was 
under the care of Mr. Barnes, died before the operation was 
attempted. A preparation of the uterus, with the fibrous 


1 ‘Lectures on the Diseases of Women,’ by Charles West, M.D., &c., 
1856, p. 324. 
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polypus adhering to the fundus, is now placcd upon the table 
of the Society, with two correct drawings by Mr. Arthur 
Roberts, the present obstetric assistant at St. George’s 
Hospital. 

After deducting these ten cases there remain ninety-three, 
of which eight died, and eighty-five recovered. 7 

By referring to the condensed history it will be seen 
that, in the first of these fatal cases (No. 7), the patient in 
the St. Marylebone Infirmary was moribund when Mr. 
Perry, with the sanction of Dr. Sims, applied the ligature 
around the root of the polypus, which hung externally, and 
that she died the same evening. The preparation, with a 
drawing which has been figured in the ‘Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions,’ are now placed upon the table of the Society. 
I did not see the patient during life, and was not present 
at the post-mortem examination ; but, nevertheless, this case 
is the first which has been adduced, by the writer above 
referred to, to support the conclusion “ that, out of twenty 
cases of removal of fibrous polypus by ligature recorded by 
me, nine, or more than one in every three, died.’ The 
polypus is still seen hanging from the uterus, and has been 
laid open to show its structure, but has not yet been re- 
moved ; and there is no visible mark on the root of the poly- 
pus of the ligature ever having been applied. 

In the next fatal case the ligature was applied around 
the root of a large sloughing polypus, which was hanging 
externally. 

In Case 11, Mr. Cesar Hawkins endeavoured to bring 
down the tumour, which had only passed through the os 
uteri partially, with a pair of forceps into the vagina; but 
not succeeding in the attempt, operated, and the polypus 
was removed by the ligature. Death took place in this 
case from peritonitis. 

In Case 16, the patient was under the care of Mr. Tatum 
in St. George’s Hospital, and she died from peritonitis before 
the root of the polypus had been divided by the ligature. 
The preparation is now placed upon the table of the Society. 
I did not see this patient during life ; but this is another of 
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the cases which have been adduced to prove that the mor- 
tality in my cases of uterine polypi has been “ double that 
of lithotomy, as high as that which occurs in placenta 
previa, and higher than the mortality from malignant 
cholera. 

By an examination of this condensed history of 108 cases 
of uterine polypi it will be seen that, of the last fifty cases 
which have come under my own care, and in which the 
operation for the removal of the polypi has been performed 
by me, not one patient has died. The various methods of 
treatment, having been minutely described in the histories of 
the cases, do not require to be again detailed. 

Being fully aware that the greater number of large 
uterine polypi are fibrous tumours covered with the lining 
membrane and a portion of the muscular coat, and that 
these polypi have large arteries and veins distributed through- 
out their substance, in operating upon them I have not 
ventured to drag them out of the vagina with forceps of any 
kind, and divide their roots with the knife. The ligature 
has usually been applied in such cases with the bent rod, 
and the sloughing polypus has been removed when the 
ligature was long in dividing the root. By this means all 
the evil consequences which could be produced by the 
vagina being long filled with a putrid mass have been com- 
pletely avoided ; and to this course I do think may be attri- 
buted, in a great degree, the uniform success of operations 
performed by me of late. Even when the polypi have been 
of comparatively small size, and the ligature has been applied 
with the double canula, I have not considered it safe to leave 
the ligature many days around the root of the polypus, 
when the circulation through the substance had been de- 
stroyed, and the mass of the tumour was in a sloughing 
condition. By twisting the canula firmly round, the ligature 
has frequently passed through the root, and the polypus 
has been removed several days before this would have hap- 
pened if the ligature had been merely tightened. Even in 
cases where the root of the polypus has not yielded to this 
treatment, the ligature has been removed, and the dead 
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polypus has come away harmlessly after some days, tepid 
water having been freely injected into the vagina. In all 
cases it has appeared of the utmost consequence to watch the 
condition of the uterine organs and of the general system, 
as it has been clearly proved that inflammation is the most 
commoh cause of death after the application of a ligature 
around the peduncle of a polypus. 
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UTERINE POLYPI. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. 


PLATE III. 


Fig. 1.—a. The fibrous tumour of the uterus, covered by the lining 
membrane, a part of which has been lacerated. 


,, 2.—a. The lining membrane of the uterus, and a thin layer of the 
muscular coat of the uterus. 


6. A fibrous tumour, forming the central part of the polypus. 


PLATE IV 


Represents a fibrous tumour of the uterus, having the same structure as 
that represented in Plate III. 
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